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“I LIKE THIS PEOPLE’S THEATRE”

( A celebration of the wit and wisdom of Bernard Shaw )

“Brush Up Your
Shavian”
The Early Years:

“Corno Di Bassetto”

“Pygmalion”

“The Revolutionist’s

Handbook”
“Upin the Gallery”

OVERTURE

With Joe Ging

Shaw’s childhood in Dublin and formative years in London
are narrated by Christopher Goulding

His days as a brilliantly scathing music critic are portrayed by
Gordon Mounsey

A well known scene from perhaps his most famous play with:
Neville Wanless as Professor Higgins
Anita Fishburn as Eliza Dolittle
Eric Peel as Colonel Pickering
Jude Jones as Mrs Higgins
Helga McNeil as Mrs Eynsford-Hill
David Tarkenter as Freddie Eynsford-Hill
Barbara Harrington as Miss Eynsford-Hill
Pat Dunn as The Maid

Gordon Mounsey and Christopher Goulding present Shaw
as the maturing wit and philosopher

Anne Cater sings a popular song of the period

~ INTERVAL ~

“The Chucker-Out”
“My Hero”

_Last Speech:
“Shakes vs. Shav ”’:

“My Fair Lady”

The ‘GBS’ ego in full flight on every subject under the sun —
and letters from a tiresome young admirer

Anne Cater sings a song from ‘The Chocolate Soldier’ —
An adaptation of “Arms and the Man’

Shaw makes his last public speech while visiting the People’s
Theatre in 1936, as portrayed by Gordon Russell

Shaw’s twilight years, his death and its aftermath —
with John MacDonald and Gordon Russell

We end our evening with a scene from the famous musical
adaptation of ‘Pygmalion’ — (Cast as for ‘Pygmalion’)

THE END




DIrerlor sy oo weswss Christopher Gouidin g

EAPHIIRE .l e cmmsn s Chris Webster
Musical Direction ............. Alan Johnson
Rehearsal Pianist ....c.ocoauee. Joe Chapman
OB o scws s deszs vvmwvin et George Cousins
Wandrobe ..o e Cindy Marshall
PEROOETIES i snmceinicon i Gillian Kerr
Stage Management ........v.. Steve Robertson

The Director gratefully acknowledges the help of:
Alan Chappelow, Chatto & Windus (The Hogarth Press) Ltd,
Anne Harris, Heather Saint, Peter Stattersfield, Frank Manders,
Newcastle City Libraries, Keith Wigham at JAP and John Grey.

Playwright, critic, philosopher and wit, would-be social reformer, Bernard
Shaw (he hated being called George) was a giant figure throughout the first
half of the 20th century.

Born in genteel poverty in the Dublin of 1856, he was the product of a
bizarre and loveless marriage. When he died in England ninety four years
later, actors, writers and statesmen the world over gave their prepared
tributes while an American newspaper offered a million dollars for the
exclusive rights to his last words.

The People’s Theatre has always had a special connection with Shaw. We
are almost certainly the only theatre company in the country to have
performed every single one of his many plays — this includes a possible
world premiere — and he made his last public speech from the stage of our
old premises in Rye Hill in 1936. In 1939 the BBC Radio Northern Service
broadcast a programme about us. Shaw contributed a genial and generous
recorded message beginning with the words which form the title of tonight’s

show “I like this People’s Theatre!”
CG

*

“The Search for Love” — the first volume of Michael Holroyd’s long awaited
biography of Shaw, published and released this month by Chatto & Windus,
is for sale in the foyer of this theatre at £16.00.
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