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| of theatre written by an-anony-’

Based. on- Wllham Corder’s
actual. Sussex. murder of his.
former: lover. (he’d. previously
murdered. their baby)- the play: | _
itself is a lurid sensational piece

mous barnstormer-to tour-fairs-
and showgrounds some 20 years
afherthescandaloustnalxtself.
It. milks. its. audiences in: the=
" style~.of. today’s. gutten. press..
payingfew homagestoaccuracye
So-why stage- it? Director
Chris Goulding provides' an.in-
telligent and impressive answer.
In the first half he gwausthe
play:itself;_in the second, :
on- his own researches.in the |
area, a courmoom_ drama: of. the. :

trials.

In the first half Roger Lxddle '
is the sneering rotter: Corder, {
Margery Bone the wide-eyed |
innocent. Maria and Steve
Robertson: the. good natured
country bumpkin..

Significantly, most humour is
milked from the scene where'the
father digs up the body in-the
barn.

Contrast this with the cold,
harrowmg_deta.\ls of the discov-"
ery as related in the trial proper..
Nowhere is the contrast. morex:

sharp:—~
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determined to cater }or %’he

needs. of the majority of
people in Derwentside..

Melodrama "

murder magic

Mu'ia Marten and,-
"Murder in the Red Barn, .

Peoples Theatre,
By Brid Fitzpatrick

THE Murder in the Red Barn
is a superbly melodramatic
piece written more than:100+-

. years ago..

Roger- uab.mwuuam-
Corder, the villain and a thor-
WWMM“MH&
compietely over the top per--
formance is pahoﬂysumdb—
the mood of the play and draws:
a hiss. from the audience whe=
never he appears on stage.

Jeanette- Oliver's: sprightly-
performance-as Ann Marten is
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