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THIS" is;, thet flUll()us. Victarilm. '1
melO<lra,ma.noIle"of us' ha&.ever'I

se~~ed. ~n'WUliam Co~de~s
actual, Suaaex, murder: of, his.
. form~·_lover:.. (he'd, previously
murdered. their baby)- the. play;
itself is a lurid sensationaL piece. '
of theatre' written by- an' ano~y-'
mous barnstormer' to tour-fairs
, and show grounds. some 20. yeam
afterthescandalous,trialitself..
It. milks., ita audieaceein» the:;-

. style-oL. today,.'s.. gp.tte!:.. press.;.
payingfewhomagesto~~ ,
So,. why stage- It? .DU'eC~r'

Chris Goulding provides: an. m-
telli'gent and impressive answer. '
In the- first half he gives us the

play: itselft, in. the second, based
on·. his own _researches ..Ul... the. .
area,.. a courtx:oom::drama: of, the.. ;
trials . . ...
In the first half Roger Liddle- :

is the sneering rotter:. Corder, ,
Margery Bone the. WIde-eyed. '
innocent. -Mar ia and Steve
Robertson:. the. good natured.
countJ::1bumtlldn- .
Significantly. most humour=ts

milked from the scene where·the
father digs up .the body in the
barn,
Contrast .this. with the cold.,

harrowing, details. of. the discov- .
ery- as related in the trial proper_,
Nowhere is the: contrast..· moreo.
sharp;-"
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Land
,,-- . '-,-._-' .•.•..•-.~ .' determi.iied,gtoca~ro;.or~:
have been-agreed, , ' needs. of the, majority of
Sports.. enthusiasts' in-. people in Derwentside.

4.e-
DIe
, re-
'lave"

lom'work~-------------------- _
claim
otent-
active-
'old re- Melodrama

-1' •• -0-

rnurdermagic :i

.',.'
Peter-MOt 11••••••

anning
.imittee
pass al-
land' toee and a
s to the

. Man. Marten end.. compIlmented by ~'Ro-
. -Murder in !h.e.Red Barn... ='~her nru- ~pIcI

. Peoples Theatre,- The· perforrneN. throw
By Brid Fitzpatriclr.- ' - ItIemMIwes Into the-mood of

. the> thing III'Id o-.ct with
THE Murder In the Red Ba"; gusto, 1II'Id'the I over.II:, .tfeot

. one con- la • su-Iy melodramatic..dMpIte'-' the- . 8Ubjeat
'ring seek- I wrttt•••••w -'100"- mauw.1s very amuSIng.
\_iA_iO_R_to-4pace 8I""nO"h._. . . The~halfoftheplayls. yea,. ago.... -- . - _ .noua, baled on _.

Roger..- LJddIe.;pillya..-Wuu.n.- wctt-uud •• IBIcBWbr director,
Corder, the villain anc:I a thor- Ch.'ietopber GouldIng..Into-Uta
0Ugh1ynnty'pIew of wonc His eventa 8UlTOUndlng the·.,..
completely over the topi 1*'"- WlIIJam.Corderand the I'IIUIdeft!
formance Is perfectty8U1tedto,· It pnMdes:-. fasclnatlllg 1'"
themoodof the playanddraws-> Century COUI1roOnt~"
a hIaa;from the audience•••••• ' The.production; on. of the!
newr he,appearson -.ge. bMt I have_in ThePeopIaeja
~. OIlvw'r ~ _thoroughly entoYe4bJ•..••

pe;kNw. __ Ann·Mart8n·Is. fuHhouM.. . "
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